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temple dedicated to the god who was the founder of the religion. It was built
by Gokul Pauk, Scindia's minister.

One of the pundits employed in the worship of the idol was most solicitous to
explain to me the reason why Brahma, the God of Gods, and the Supreme Being,
should be so universally banished from his altars; and, as it is little known, I
will give his statement nearly word for word.

" The eternal and infinite Mahadera, the Saturn of India, was the first of the
Gods, although he only occupies the third place in the Trinity. The God of
Preservation had reposed for infinite nges beneath the waves, asleep on the bosom
of Vishnu, the Genius of Destruction, when a lotus-flower sprang from his navel,
and, growing rapidly, soon reached the surface of the ocean, which yet surrounded
the universe. The calyx then opened, and Brahma appeared, seated in the centre.
The God gazed around, contemplating the immensity of space, and, seeing no other
creature, concluded that he must be the first of all things, the God of Gods.
Troubled, however, by this mysterious solitude, he decided to leave the lotus-flower;
and, sliding down the stem, he found Vishnu. Astonished, it seems, at this meet-
ing, he unceremoniously woke him, and asked him who he was. Vishnu at once
replied that he was the first of the Gods; but Brahma considered that he alone
was entitled to this distinction : whereupon a dispute arose between them, which at
length came to blows. The universe was in imminent danger of annihilation,
when Mahadera, roused by the altercation, interposed between the two Gods. He
showed them the folly of their dispute, since he himself was the first of the Gods;
but he promised that the one who should first discover the origin of the Deity
should be eternally recognised as the sovereign of the universe. Brahma and
Vishnu then set off in different directions, and, after a long and fruitless search,
again appeared before Mahadera. Vishnu humbly avowed his want of success;
but Brahma boasted of having discovered the origin of the Infinite, gave imaginary
details, and brought as a witness to the truth of his assertion the first-created
cow, who supported her master's false statements. Enraged by this falsehood,
Mahadera drew his sword and cut off one of Brahma's five heads, declaring that
he should never have either temple or worship. A malediction was pronounced
on the cow, who was condemned to lose the power of speech, and to feed on
grass. He then told Vishnu that, as the reward of Ms wisdom, he should be
universally adored, and recognised as the first of the Gods, for he had acknowledged
that Infinity had no limits. However, as even Mahadera could not change the
decrees of Fate, master of the Gods and of mankind, Brahma still retained the
first rank; but the only temple dedicated to him was at Poshkur, although he
still continued to be universally worshipped through the medium of his per-
sonifications."

This legend, rude though it be, may serve to explain the strife which existed
for so long a period between the three religions, and which only terminated with
the absorption and corruption of the religion of the Vedas by the ancient worship
of Siva and the more recent worship of Vishnu.

One of the largest temples at Poshkur, is that of Rama, which is modern,
having been finished only a few years since. It is a curious mixture of every
style of architecture, being surmounted by towers, placed close together like the
sthamba of the Jains, and by the minaret, which is the plan adopted in the Deccan.
Ihe outside walls are in the Sikh style; the architecture of the lateral buildings